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the ruling was an important one, and it did not come without controversy. in fact, it was the most
important case in the history of the u.s. court of appeals for the 2nd circuit. one of the reasons the
case was so important is that it was the first time a federal appellate court had ever ruled on the
issue of the validity of a copyright owner's right to issue a compulsory subpoena to an internet
service provider. the riaa claimed that the copyright act of 1976 gave it the authority to subpoena
the isps and that it was not required to show any basis in law or fact for the subpoena. while the
judge agreed with the riaa's interpretation of the law, she did not agree with its tactics, and she
rejected the riaa's claims about the economic impact on music artists of the compulsory isp
subpoenas. academia is also a powerful tool to promote the mp3 format, which has benefited from
the huge effort of the university system to make mp3s freely available online. 12 in the process,
students are becoming more familiar with the mp3 format, and we are learning to value the
technology that we all have in our hands. if this trend continues, the mp3 format will become less of
a problem for the recording industry and more of an asset. but this is only one of the many
strategies that industry leaders can use to overcome piracy. the music industry is also engaging in
education programs that work to stop piracy and promote legal music sales. this is a key element of
the industry's long-term strategy, because if the public doesn't understand why piracy is wrong, it
won't stop. for example, napster's u.s. public education campaign in 2000 set out to explain why file
sharing and other forms of piracy were wrong. other examples include the industry's anti-tobacco
campaigns and its work against drunk driving.
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