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The first noticeable evidence of a new English standard was the first standard English dictionary by Samuel Johnson. After 1611, English began to
undergo yet another period of change - a new phase of supposed phonological stability as the Great Vowel Shift occurred. That resulted in a
marked fj'ispairing and diphthongal shift away from old English vowels such as those of /ae/, /a/ and /ae/, which had remained relatively stable for
thousands of years, to the present /a, o, e, 9/ in all their modern varieties. This resulted in a mixture of sounds which would have sounded
incomprehensible to the medieval English readers and listeners of the time. Thus, the phonetic norms of modern English were not established by
the "upper classes" of English, but by uneducated and low-status people, including working-class men and women. This accounts for the present
variety of sounds in English. [ Source] As technological progress, the use of English became more widespread, and more new words were
introduced into the language. During the 18th century, the rise of the British Empire saw a huge increase in the use of the English language, so
much so that the standard had to be updated. Towards the end of the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution changed the course of human
development, and English began to dominate worldwide commerce due to superior manufacturing. By now, the English language became widely
used in countries such as America and Australia. The First World War was a hugely disruptive experience for English speakers. The national
language went through several major changes. The elimination of many loanwords during the war meant the general public started to speak in
their native tongue as much as possible. This language was not restricted to use only by a specific section of society, but was becoming more
widely used by everyone. Towards the end of the war the new, invented words were collated into a new set of norms which we now know today
as the Oxford English Dictionary.
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That resulted in a marked fj'ispairing and diphthongal shift away from
old English vowels such as those of /ae/, /a/ and /ae/, which had
remained relatively stable for thousands of years, to the present /a,
0, e, 9/ in all their modern varieties. This resulted in a mixture of
sounds which would have sounded incomprehensible to the medieval
English readers and listeners of the time. Thus, the phonetic norms of
modern English were not established by the "upper classes" of
English, but by uneducated and low-status people, including working-
class men and women. This accounts for the present variety of
sounds in English. [ Source] As technological progress, the use of
English became more widespread, and more new words were
introduced into the language. During the 18th century, the rise of the
British Empire saw a huge increase in the use of the English
language, so much so that the standard had to be updated. Towards
the end of the 19th century, the Industrial Revolution changed the
course of human development, and English began to dominate
worldwide commerce due to superior manufacturing. By now, the
English language became widely used in countries such as America
and Australia. The First World War was a hugely disruptive
experience for English speakers. The national language went through
several major changes. The elimination of many loanwords during the
war meant the general public started to speak in their native tongue
as much as possible. This language was not restricted to use only by
a specific section of society, but was becoming more widely used by
everyone. Towards the end of the war the new, invented words were
collated into a new set of norms which we now know today as the
Oxford English Dictionary. 5ec8ef588b
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