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(44551393 bytes)A .Streaming is a technical
term for the transmission and presentation of
continuous data in a readily-consumable form,
such as audio and video, over the Internet,
other public networks, intranets, and private
networks. In contrast to downloaded (or
downloaded-to-a-local-player) data, which is
presented to a user in substantially the same
form in which it is sent, streaming data is
presented in real time for immediate
consumption. Streaming systems commonly
include hardware, software, storage, and
networking components. Broadly speaking, the
streaming media is stored and transmitted at
the server in the form of a file having an
associated media file descriptor. In response to
requests from users, this media file descriptor
is supplied to a streaming application, which in
turn transmits the media file descriptor and




possibly metadata from the storage to the
client for further processing and presentation
of the media file to a user. The metadata may
include information about the content of the
media file, such as title, artist, composers, and
track listing, and can also include identifiers for
content resolution such as Uniform Resource
Locators (URLs) that permit streaming content
to be downloaded, rather than streamed. As
streaming technology has advanced, so has
the scope of its applications. For example,
streaming applications have been developed in
support of media such as still and video
images, music, text, and hypermedia
documents. For example, Microsoft
Corporation has developed a streaming
application that has 6d1f23a050
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