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sites. They report their own experience of this

combined treatment for combined lesions of the
popliteal arteries and vein. In addition, by a review of
the current literature, they show that there is a lack of

well-documented studies in this subject and that
indications are often confounded by different

standards of quality in evaluation of the results of
vascular surgery. This lack of documented data forces
the authors to rely on literature studies and personal
cases.Facial pain as a cause of blindness. To test the

hypothesis that the prevalence of trigeminal
neuropathic pain is higher among patients who have
been blind for long durations compared to patients
who are blind because of other causes. Sixty-seven

consecutive patients who had been blind for an
average of 23 years and 60 patients who were not
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blind were enrolled in the study. All underwent an
ophthalmic and neurological examination. The average

duration of the blind period was 23 years, ranging
from a few months to more than 50 years. Nerve
conduction studies (NCS) and trigeminal evoked

potentials (TEPs) were recorded from all patients using
percutaneous stimulation of the infraorbital nerve via

the infraorbital foramen. Patients with a history of
previous eye surgery were excluded. All but 7 of the
patients were right-handed and the average age was

55 years. NCS and TEP were successfully recorded
from 67% and 73% of the patients, respectively, and
there were no differences in the results of these tests
according to the cause of blindness. In contrast, when

the presence of current facial pain was tested, the
response rate was 85% in the blind group compared

with only 40% in the control group (p
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