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â€”â€”â€”â€”â€”.One of the latest scientific studies on the effects of chronic exposure to chemicals
indicates that there is a link between the residential proximity to arsenic-contaminated waterways

and the increased occurrence of cancer. “This study calls for additional research to help us
understand the mechanisms behind arsenic-related cancers and determine whether the risks posed
by arsenic exposure are cumulative,” said Dr. Margot Kushel, of Penn State University. “Most people

in the U.S. have been exposed to arsenic in their drinking water for generations and we hope that
this and future studies will help to identify safe levels of exposure and to encourage the public to

make responsible use of the water supply.” Arsenic is a chemical element that can cause cancer. It is
naturally occurring in rocks and soil, and in recent years, water contamination has created a

widespread problem. The main sources of arsenic in drinking water are arsenic-laced ground water
and old pipes, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). According to the EPA,
more than 12 million Americans have unsafe levels of arsenic in their drinking water. While only

about 10 percent of people exposed to high levels of arsenic have been diagnosed with cancer, it is
clear that an association exists. Besides the proven link between arsenic and cancer, those exposed

to arsenic have an increased risk of cardiovascular disease, hypertension, lung disease and
reproductive disorders. The arsenic-related cancerous and pre-cancerous effects are primarily seen
in the kidney, urinary bladder and skin, and are most likely due to heavy exposure to arsenic over a
long period of time. Arsenic can enter the body through food, air and through water. If the body is
exposed to high concentrations of arsenic, it can accumulate in the body. Exposure to arsenic has

been linked to an increased risk of cancer in a wide range of other countries, including those in Chile,
China and Bangladesh. “Carcinogens are chemicals that cause cancer, and they often are present in
the environment at trace levels. From these studies, it is clear that arsenic is a carcinogen and that

exposure to arsenic is a problem that must be solved,” said Dr. Kushel, who is also the principal
investigator of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences’ National Childhood Cancer

Program. “We must also stop the exposure of people
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